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STATE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Saturday, November 13. 1708. 


* 


ELL, now for y 
Opinion, about Mrs. 
ciel! 

Review. No, no, you forget what you 
were upon when you ended laft, I mean 
the Loſs on our Side in the Taking of 
Liſle. | — 

M. Why are you ſo fond of publiſhing 
our Loſſes, they are too great, I tell you, to 
make publick. | Wh | 

Rev. You are juſt falling in with the Jaco- 
bite Party, and I tell you, it is a F-cobzre 
Project, firſt to make our Friends conceal, 
and then our Enemies expoſe 'our Loſs: I 
wonder, what Witchcraft poſſeſſes this Nas 
tion, that we will always be beſt pleaſed 
with our Enemies Report of Things L can- 
not but take Notice, that this proceeds from 


Mad Man. 


having entirely loft th 


They fpread terrible Reports 


—— 


the Amuſements, Falfities and Shams of our 
own Reports; our own Relators of Things 
| tion,we are - 
content to receive all our Information from 
our Enemies—Horrid Stupidity ! What can 
our Enemies defire more ws, and what Uſe 
do they make of it, but theUſe they wiſh, to 
diſcourag e and divide the People ? 
| of our Loſſes, 
our own People moſt ridiculouſly leſſen 
them, fo that a Man cannot with Reputa- 
tion to his Sences give afly Credic to that 
Side What is the natural Conſequence 
of this, but to make us ſufpe@ the Enemy's 
Account is right ? If therefore you will not 
1 
ev'd, and their enhanc'd Reports of our 
Loffes obtain upon us; if you would not 
have 


— 


have our People diſcouraged, that our Men 
*ſhould not liſt, or thoſe that have liſted de- 
ſert; if you would not have the Service ap- 
pear terrible to the common People, and 
the Campaign ſeem a meer Slaughter- 
Houſe to them——Make Jour true and ex- 
act Accounts of every Action publick ; fear 
not to ſhow the Lift of the Slain, and the 
Liſt of the Wounded at every Siege, and in 
every Battle; for if you will not ſhew a true 
Lift, the Facobites will pretend to a falſe 
one, and if it be not contradifted, it will 
be receiv'das true, 2 
M. Why, would you be ſo mad, as to tell 
the World we loſt 20000 Men at the Siege 
lie? 3 | 
Rev. Yes; that I would, if it were true; 
and it ſhould do this Good, that the Sham- 
Account, which I have feen given out, of 
25000 Men loſt in the Camp, and 8000 
dead or deſerted in the Army, ſhopld_ not 
aſs curent, as it does among the Facobite 
Party—It is true, the Fatigues of the Arm 
have been great, their Marchings a 
Countermarchings very hard and haraſſing, 
the Service in the Trenches has been very 
ſeyere, the Seaſon cold, the Earth wet, and 
the Time of the Year late; theAttacks upon 
the City of Liſte have been very many, the 
Defence vigorous, the Fire terrible, and it 


cannot but be expected, we have loſt a. 


great many brave Men- But not 4000 on the 
- Counterſcarp, not 2000 in a Sally, not 5000 
on the Attack of the Hornwork, and the 
like, as the Facobites relate; and why will 
ye not tell the World, what Loſs you have 
had, that theſe: ridiculous Accounts may 
not be believ'd ? GE 
51. There is ſomething in that indeed. 
Rev. Again, when the Liſt of the Slain 
33 brought to Light, we ſhall have ſever] 
good Uſes to make of it ; ſuch as, 1. The Va- 
riety of Nations, ont of, which this Lols is 
to be colledted, and how eaſily it is fępait- 
ed, not by rau and new-raiſed Men only, 
but by exchanging Regiments, or drafting 
the old Regiments to ſupply the new. 2. 
How on the other hand the French have no 


Way, of recruiting their Troops but by 


their own Subjects, raw and young, raiſed 
by Foice, and harried in Chains to their 
Army. 3. Of the whole Army, how few 
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to defend, it muſt not be the Ex 


. 
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Troops were in the Field, or eſpe. 
cially in the Camp before the City; and 
out of all which, the whole Loſs, ſo far as 


hape been inform'd, does not amount to 


— - 


above 1100 Meg-————Now. ſhull- we be 
aſham'd or afraid to own theſe Things ? 
Shall we let the Jacobite Party, and the 
Murmurers at oux Management, Whiſper 
about the melancholly Stories, cry out we 

have bought this Gold too dear, that we 
have got Liſle indeed, but we have paid for 
it, and a few more ſuch Gonqueſts will ruin 


our Army,\ard the like? For ſhame, let us 
tell the 


rid our Loſſes and our Gains; 
let us tell them, we are able to bear the 
firſt, and gte ſatisſſed with the laſt ; let us 
tell them, we can take Liſe with all it; 
Loſſes, and yet appear in the Field again 
as boldly as before, and as powerful as be- 
fore; and if the French had twenty Liſtes 
nce of 
either Blood or Treaſure that muſt ſlacken 
our Hands; for this whole War depends up- 
on this Trial of Skin, whether the Confe- 
derates or. the French are the ſtrongeſt, 
which of them bolds it out longeſt, and 
which can bear the Expence, be it of Blood 
or Treaſare, of this terrible War, longeſt. 
And now as to Mig, Cittledel, as the 
Country Man call d ber, or the Attack of the 
Cittadel of Ziflez 1 know, it bas been the 
profound Judgment of our News-mongers, 
that the Siege ſhall be turn'd into a Blockade. 
hut ſuch People ſeem to me to forget, 
N rn 
Place; and tho at lene ene ere Iam, at 
the Diſtance hot ee! Jom at, while 
writing theſe Papers, it is wholly unknown, 
what Courſe the Confederates reſolve npon, 
yet I may prefume to ſay, a Blockade of 
the Cittadel of Liſle ſeems impracticable, 
the Scituation and. Circumftances of Things 
conſider d; and tho I give my Judgment 
of Things at a diſtafſce, yet 1 ſhall give my 
Reaſons alſo, and leave it to Cenſure. 
Firſt, For a: Blockade, it behoves, that 
either the. Confederates ſhould inveſt the 
Townas proper Poſts, at a Diſtance, ſo as to 
command the Field, or that they ſhould 
continue encamp'd; for the 1. It is well 
known, that no unfortified Poſt can be maio- 
tain d by the Confederate in anj Part of the 
85 8 Coua- 


. art able to th 
draw together eing fuch,thatnathing 


leſs than the hole Army could be fufficient 
for that Work, but whenever the French 
bad a Mind ro pul It the Rellef of the 
Cittadel, any open Poſt uc uld be oppreſs'd. 
2. All the fartifed Poſts or Towns of 
Strength round the City of Liſle, only Me- 
vin excepted, are poſſeſs d by the Enemy, 
as Tournay, Doway, Arr4ſs, and Tpres, from 
which Places the Enemy might at any time, 
after tbe Seaſon for Encampment was at an 
End, draw together at two Days Notice, 
30 to gop00" Men to relieve that Place, 
which no Winter Blockade could prevent. 


Secondly, 1 think, ic may remain to be 


enquir's, whether, if the City of Liſte does 
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| the Cittadel will noc 
ia ſhore, whether, if we 
wied attack and take the Cit- 
tadel, we can keep the: Town, fince by the 
Nature of Cittadels, which are generally 
made to curb and reftrain Cities, to awe and 
ſubject the Tababitants z this is a general 
Rule, that the Citcadel is fortified agaiuſt 
the Town, bur not the Town againſt the 
Cittagel—Wheretore, ſhould the Confede- 
rates not immediately attack the Citadel 
of Liſte, to me is ſeems dangerous and not 
unlikely, but that whenever the Army ſe. 
parates, the French may pour ſuch a Forte 


into the Cittadel, as may beat them out of 


the Town again, and ſo this tangled Skein 
be all to wind over again. 


— * 


HE Abſtradt of the Behaviour of the 

Church of Scotland to * 

Diſenters, as it broke: off in our Laft, con- 
tinues thus ··— . 


HE Governniewt being thus fettled. in 


1 te Hands of rhe Prechyterians, many 
did fear, is would he e far 
x 


TL, 


ed with. the Viſcount 
e by Arms ta the 


Honourable Ruting Elders, and ſome 


MISCELLAN E A. 


cafion of the Oppoſrion made againſt the 
lution, and after the ſame againſt King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary's Gevernment, as is 
— from the AF of Parliament, 22 July 
I 


JO. | | 

Matters ſtanding thus, the Generel: 22. 
bly did meet in Gdober 1690; And ſuch'was 

Wiſdom, Moderation and Chriftien Tem» 
per of that venerable Aſſembly, in which were 
many Reverend and Grave Miniſters, and 
}f. the beſt bin the 4 YG 
of the beſt Quality within 1 ingdom, 
bad formerly ſuffer'd ſeverely 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy, That 1 3 ſtudy 
Revenge, but ſignified their Hfulneſs 10- 
God for the Churches Delivery, and appointed 
4 Faſt and Humiliation for ibe Sins of the 
Land, and refolved upon a calm and peaceable 
Procedure; And as whey ſignified to the King 
in tbrir Letter, dated 18 Odober 1690, they 
ſtudied to approve themſelves mo God as the 
true Diſciples of Feſus Chriſt, wbo tho be wes 

Tealous - againſt a Corruptions in bis 

Church, was yes moſt gentle towards the Per- 
ſons of Men, declaring their Deſign to-main- 
tain, as much as in them lay, Peace and 


Concord with all the Reformed Chur;bes, AND 


as is to be ſeen in the Inden of the imprinted 
Ads of thats Aſſembly, ey derlas d, that 


they 


